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Understanding Cultural Inheritance 

• Traditions, languages, art, and knowledge passed through 
generations. 

• Safeguard both tangible and intangible heritage

• Anchor communities in their cultural identity

• Local histories strengthen community identity

Example: 

Sri Lankan palm-leaf manuscripts and ancient chronicles



Plam-leaf

Handwritten manuscripts 

Masks 
Traditional paintings 



Libraries as Guardians of Heritage

• Conservation: Climate control, digitization, preservation

 Access: Open and equitable access for all

• Interpretation: Exhibitions, workshops, publications





Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
Libraries
• SDG 4: Quality Education

• SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

• SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions

  Libraries as inclusive spaces for lifelong learning.



Principles of Sustainable Development in 
Libraries
• Environmental Stewardship: Eco-friendly practices

 Eco-friendly infrastructure helps libraries continue their cultural 
mission without harming future generations. 

• Economic Viability: Sustainable budgeting and partnerships

• Social Equity: Ensuring that services reach underrepresented groups 

• Technological Adaptivity: Embracing digital infrastructures that can scale 
and evolve over time

“Sustainability means serving today's users without harming t

Tomorrow’s.”



SDG Projects - National Library of Sri Lanka







Synergy: Heritage + Sustainability

• Digital Preservation as Eco-Friendly Practice

Ex:   National Library of Sri Lanka Digitization Project : preserved palm   leaf 
manuscripts in high – resolution digital formats, with open online  

 access for  scholars worldwide. 

•  Community Engagement strengthens social fabric

• Adaptive Reuse of historic library spaces

Ex: National Library of Sri Lanka, plans are underway to install solar panels 
on the rooftop – honoring the building’s colonial – era architecture while 
powering modern digital services sustainably.





Call to Action & Conclusion

• Preserve heritage as a living asset

• Advance sustainability with innovation

• Partner across sectors to secure funding, share expertise

• Let libraries lead in building resilient, informed communities

 “Together, let’s turn our libraries into beacons of culture and 
sustainability.”



Thank you for your attention!


	幻灯片 1: National Library of Sri Lanka Cultural inheritance and Sustainable Development of Libraries 
	幻灯片 2: Understanding Cultural Inheritance 
	幻灯片 3
	幻灯片 4: Libraries as Guardians of Heritage
	幻灯片 5
	幻灯片 6: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Libraries
	幻灯片 7: Principles of Sustainable Development in Libraries
	幻灯片 8: SDG Projects - National Library of Sri Lanka
	幻灯片 9
	幻灯片 10
	幻灯片 11: Synergy: Heritage + Sustainability
	幻灯片 12
	幻灯片 13: Call to Action & Conclusion
	幻灯片 14: Thank you for your attention! 

