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Understanding Cultural Inheritance

* Traditions, languages, art, and knowledge passed through
generations.

e Safeguard both tangible and intangible heritage
 Anchor communities in their cultural identity
* Local histories strengthen community identity
Example:
Sri Lankan palm-leaf manuscripts and ancient chronicles
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Libraries as Guardians of Heritage

* Conservation: Climate control, digitization, preservation
Access: Open and equitable access for all
* Interpretation: Exhibitions, workshops, publications
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
Libraries

e SDG 4: Quality Education
* SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
* SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
Libraries as inclusive spaces for lifelong learning.



Principles of Sustainable Development in
_ibraries

* Environmental Stewardship: Eco-friendly practices

Eco-friendly infrastructure helps libraries continue their cultural
mission without harming future generations.

* Economic Viability: Sustainable budgeting and partnerships
 Social Equity: Ensuring that services reach underrepresented groups

* Technological Adaptivity: Embracing digital infrastructures that can scale
and evolve over time

“Sustainability means serving today's users without harming t
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Tomorrow's.
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End poverty in all its
forms everywhere

Libraries provide opportunities
for people to improve their
own lives and support
informed  decision-making.
Mobile libraries make books,
services, and internet access
available in rural and remote
communities, providing
opportunities to people that
would otherwise be isolated.
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Facebook : National Library ofSri Lanka
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End hunger, achieve food
security and improved
nutrition and promote
sustainable agriculture

Agricultural libraries provide
access to research and data
on crops, market information,
and farming methods that help
develop resilient, inabl

GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING
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Ensure healthy lives
and promote well-being
for all atall ages
Libraries provide access to
medical  research  that
supports improved clinical and
public  health  outcomes.
Public access to health

produce. Public and community
libraries also promote literacy,
provide ICT training, access to
information in local languages,
and act as a gateway to
government  services and

f ion in all libraries help
people to make better lifestyle
choices and to stay healthy.
Libraries acting as hubs for
health information, education
and communitity well - being
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QUALITY
EDUCATION

Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality
education and promote
lifelong learning
opportunities for all

All libraries support literacy
programmes, provide a safe
space for learning & support
researchers to access, apply
and reuse research and data to
create new knowledge.

Libraries also act as facilitators
in their communities, setting
up local learning centres and
networking to support learning.
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GENDER
EQUALITY

Achieve gender
equality and empower
all women and girls

Libraries providle a safe
envionment for women/girls
to read or pursue leaming,
access computers and the
intemet, undertake technology
training and have forums to
engage with each other.
Training includes literacy
programmes, as well as
entrepreneurship training.
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CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

Ensure availability and
sustainable management
of water and sanitation
forall

Libraries provide public access
to information on water, energy
usage and sanitation. They
offer access to research and
evidence for policy makers and
development organizations, to
support the effective allocation
bl

Build resilient affordable,
reliable, sustainable and
modern energy for all

Many public and community
libraries around the world
represent the only place where
people can get reliable access
to light and electricity to
read, study and apply for a
job. They provide resources,
conduct  workshops, and
awareness programmes to
d ities about

of r to i
water infrastructure  and
sanitation projects.
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renewable energy sources,
energy  conservation, and
sustainable practices.
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DECENT WORK AND
CONOMIC GROWTH

Promote sustained,
inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, full &
productive employment
and decent work for all

Public access to ICTs and
training at libraries enable
people to apply for jobs.
Libraries offer employment
clubs to share tips and
resources with job-seekers in
the area, Libraries conduct
training on  digital literacy,
other vocational training, and
soft skills programmes to
enhance employability.
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Empowering Libraries for
Achieving UN Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs)
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Synergy: Heritage + Sustainability

* Digital Preservation as Eco-Friendly Practice

Ex: National Library of Sri Lanka Digitization Project : preserved palm leaf
manuscripts in high — resolution digital formats, with open online

access for scholars worldwide.

« Community Engagement strengthens social fabric

* Adaptive Reuse of historic library spaces

Ex: National Library of Sri Lanka, plans are underway to install solar panels
on the rooftop — honoring the building’s colonial — era architecture while
powering modern digital services sustainably.
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Welcome to the National Digital Library and Repository

Information communication technology has revolutionized the concept of library. Each and every library is slowly
digitized. Taking into consideration the modern world trend in library and information field, National Library and
Documentation Services Board has taken steps to initiate a National Digital Library and Repository. The objective of
the National Digital Library and Repository is to coflect and maintain digital resources in the country and provide digital
information 1o the reader community. The National Digital Library and Repository was inaugurated by Hon. Akila Viraj
Kariyawasam, Minister of Education on 25 may 2016 in conjunction with the 26th anniversary of the National Library of
Sri Lanka

Terms and Conditions in Use of Contents of the National Digital
Library
Use of Contents

The prime objective of the National Digital Library is to disseminate information to the reader community for the
purposes such as education, research, teaching, and scholarship, The co:

Authenticity

Since authenticity is crucial, all possible measures have been taken to ensure the completeness of the digitized capies
available in the portal. However, the NDL is not responsible for §

Access

Somme materials in the NDL collection may be protected by the law of Copyright. Hence, access to such materials may
be limited or restricted. A written authorization of the copyright own$:
Privacy Policy

‘We shall only collect personal information that the users voluntarily provide for processing their requests and shall not
use such information for any other purpose. Such personal infor$

Communities National Digital Library and Repository
Select a community to browse its collections.

+ 01. NLDSB Publications (Repository),
« 02. Government Publications

«+ 03. Books

« 04. Rare Book Collection

« 05. Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)

+ 06. Book Projects

+ 07. Special Collections

+ 08. Journals

+ 09. Research Articles, Proceedings & Reports
+ 10. Newspaper Collection
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Call to Action & Conclusion

* Preserve heritage as a living asset

* Advance sustainability with innovation

* Partner across sectors to secure funding, share expertise

* Let libraries lead in building resilient, informed communities

“Together, let’s turn our libraries into beacons of culture and
sustainability.”



Thank you for your attention!
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